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Article continues on page 3 

Judging Classic Model  

July - Aug 2013  

A New Experience 

 

By Scott Alexander, NAR #84112 

 

 I have been 

around contest modeling 

for a couple of years now 

and one aspect of the 

hobby has been a real 

challenge for me, the 

craftsmanship events.  

Scale, Sport Scale, Plastic 

Model Conversion, and 

now Classic Model are 

very difficult events.  

Scale in particular takes a 

number of skills and a lot 

of patience to make even 

a basic contest worthy rocket.  

 Modelers spend a lot of time and money trying 

to make the perfect model in every detail.  They pains-

takingly document the history of the rocket they are 

modeling, how they scaled it to the size you see in the 

judging room, decide exactly how to turn a cardboard 

tube into a shiny seamless rocket body, and then paint 

and detail the model to match the pictures they found of 

the real rocket.  Then along comes a judge to point out 

every mistake and flaw. 

 The job of the modeler is to make a perfect 

model to match their documentation.  The job of the 

judge is to make them feel inadequate, right?  It feels 

that way sometimes, but the judge has a pretty tough 

job.   

 In the evening at NARAM 54, there was a 

work room made available next to the judging room.  If 

you hung in there after all of the teenagers burned out 

and crashed for the night, the scale judges would stumble 

in all bleary-eyed to discuss their plight.  It was a very 

educational opportunity.  I took advantage of my inability 

to sleep once or twice and was able to get a little perspec-

tive on what was keeping the scale judges up at night.  
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TEAM PITTSBURGH 

 is published bimonthly by the  

Pittsburgh Space Command  

NAR Section #473  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uncopyrighted material  

appearing in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

may be reprinted provided proper  

credit is given to the author and to  

TEAM PITTSBURGH. 

 

AD SPACE in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

is available free to  

members in good standing.  

 

PSC Yearly dues: 

17 & under ---  $6.00  

18 & over & family -$14.00 

(Membership includes  

newsletter subscription)  

 

Send PSC dues to: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive  

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

NOTE: Make Checks payable to 

Pittsburgh Space Command  

  

PSC OFFICERS for 2012 

President               John Pace  

Vice President        John Brohm    

Treasurer               Jerry Kraus  

Section Advisor       Rod Schafer  

TP Editor                Art Nestor  

Webmaster            Mike Hardobey  

Website       http://www.psc473.org  

  

Submit articles for publication to:  

Art Nestor  

230 Arthur Street  

Zelienople, Pa 16063 

Email: artpeg@hotmail.com  

 

The Pittsburgh Space Command  

 Is dedicated to the advancement  

of safe model rocketry.  

07/10/13-82 

ATTENTION NAR SECTIONS:          

Please send newsletter exchanges  

to: 

John Pace 

111 Crystal Springs Drive 

Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

 Phone: (724) 742-8692 

 

724-779-2000 
1713 Rt. 228 Suite L1, 

Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

HOURS: MON THRU FRI 10-9, 

SAT 10-8, SUN 11-5                            

 Other Opportunities 

 Donôt forget that we have oth-

er launch opportunities in our local 

area. Tripoli Pittsburghôs launch sched-

ule is posted on page 15. 

 And Sam Gordon occasionally 

has launches at his Interstate Rocket 

Launch Facility off I-80 near Clinton-

ville. Sam has a large event planned for 

July 20th to commemorate the Apollo 

11 moon landing in 1969.  

 But of course, none of these 

opportunities will do us any good if 

the weather doesnôt cooperate. It has 

been a rainy summer, hasnôt it? 

NEW ADDRESS? 

NEW PHONE NUMBER? 

CONTACT: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive 

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

Phone: (724) 275-9962 

NARAM 55 

 It seems that a good number of 

PSC members are attending NARAM 

55 in Aurora, Ohio. If you are, please 

consider sharing some of your photos 

and personal experiences in the pages 

of Team Pittsburgh. Next issue will be 

largely dedicated to NARAM 55, so go 

with the thought of being a part of  

next issue. However, if you have some-

thing non NARAM 55 related, please 

donôt hesitate to send it to me. Your 

contributions are always vital to Team 

Pittsburgh. 

 

Droning oné.. 

 On page 15, I have a follow up 

to the drone legislation article of mine 

that appeared last issue. I must say that  

my research has given me the bug to 

actually go out and buy one. My desire 

to share the technology and aerial pho-

tography with my grandchildren is 

overriding my purist rocketry princi-

ples. And they sure look like fun! 

While the initial cost may seem high, it 

is probably comparable to the costs of 

a building a rocket, buying a camera 

and the motors needed to fly the rocket 

over a short period of time. 

 

Editorôs note 

http://www.PSC473.org
mailto:artpeg@hotmail.com
http://www.psc473.org/
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 My opportunity to take a turn on the other side of 

the scoring sheet came at Steel City Smoke Trail 13 this 

year.  We decided to include Classic Model this year and 

that required a team of judges.  I volunteered along with 

my daughter Michala to do the Team Division judging.   

John Brohm drew C Division, with Rod Schafer and Ste-

ve Foster taking A&B. 

 We all gathered in John Brohmôs Jacuzzi Suite at 

the Super 8 to begin judging the entries after a long day 

on the field Saturday and a very late dinner at the Quaker 

Steak & Lube.  Yes, they have a Jacuzzi Suite at the Su-

per 8.  It is rather spacious.  No, I donôt know how John 

knew that, nor how he got it. 

 Michala ended up being invited to a leadership 

seminar through her school and could not attend, so I 

ended up with nobody to share the blame.  As I looked 

across the five entries in front of me, the three before 

John, and the two in front of Rod and Steve, I realized 

that I had drawn the short straw.  I tried to protest, but 

since they are a team I never stood a chance.  They men-

tioned something about having an entry in the division I 

was judging. 

 The first thing I learned is that the score sheets 

donôt come with instructions.  They are a guide and not 

much more than that.  It is up to the judge to figure out 

how to scale each of the categories.  Some were easy, like 

complexity. You could simply look at the documentation 

and the model and determine which was the most com-

plex and which was the easiest to build.  Scaling the 

scores was the only part that required any real thought.  

Other criteria, however, were enough to cause an ulcer.   

 The second thing I learned was that a judge 

spends a lot of time checking documentation.  Similarity 

of Outline was very time consuming.  The two Tridents 

looked a bit different, so I thought one modeler had made 

some serious mistakes until I checked the documentation.  

The two were modeled against different catalogue photos 

from different years.  Both were correct.  Tip to NARAM 

contestants:  Documentation is critical to a judge.  They 

canôt give you credit for doing it right if you donôt prove 

it is right with your documentation.   

 The third thing I learned was that it is really hard 

to be critical of someone elseôs choices.  It is easy to look 

at a model and see that it is beautiful.  It is easy to look at 

documentation and see that something is not correct on 

the model.  It is really hard to take away points from a 

piece of artwork when you know that the modeler simply 

liked it better that way, but it is not ñcorrectò. 

 

 
 
 One thing that really struck me was something 

Peter Alway told me at NARAM 51 when he was judg-

ing my Peanut Sport Scale.  He told me that it was better 

to not model a detail you could not duplicate well than to 

try to add the detail and do it poorly.   He was absolutely 

right.  As I worked through the scoring on some of these 

models, it became apparent that the Judging Form, and 

consequently the judging criteria, lean toward doing 

what you do well as opposed to including a lot of details.  

A simpler model will hurt you in the 100 points available 


