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A Learning Experience As A Member Of  

The 2010 U.S. Spacemodeling Team 

 

By Rod Schafer, NAR 36564 

 

 This is my story of my travels with the 2010 United States Spacemodeling Team to 

Irig, Serbia for the 18th World Spacemodeling Championships.  Not only was this my first 

time as a member of the U.S. Spacemodeling Team, it was also my first time to travel outside 

of the USA to Europe.  Wow! What an adventure it was!  My girlfriend Maria Lavrinc joined 

me for the trip; she also had never been outside of the United States. 

 Our flight itinerary had us departing Pittsburgh International Airport on Thursday Au-

gust 19th to Dulles Airport in Washington D.C.  Check-in of our luggage went very smoothly. 

The challenge existed when the TSA agents believed that my case was filled with golf clubs. 

 The TSA agent was very interested in the models and the competition that I was ven-

turing to in Europe. The agent explained that model rocketry was an interest for him as a 

child. At the conclusion of the 5 minute conversation my case containing my launch equip-

ment was stamped with approval. We were on our way and my mind was placed at ease. All 

my hard work was safe for the moment! 

http://www.psc473.org/
http://www.PSC473.org
http://www.nar.org/
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TEAM PITTSBURGH 

 is published bimonthly by the  

Pittsburgh Space Command  

NAR Section #473  

 

Uncopyrighted material  

appearing in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

may be reprinted provided proper  

credit is given to the author and to  

TEAM PITTSBURGH. 

 

AD SPACE in TEAM PITTSBURGH 

is available free to  

members in good standing.  

 

PSC Yearly dues: 

17 & under ---  $6.00  

18 & over & family -$14.00 

(Membership includes  

newsletter subscription)  

 

Send PSC dues to: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive  

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

NOTE: Make Checks payable to 

Pittsburgh Space Command  

  

PSC OFFICERS for 2011 

President               John Pace  

Vice President            

Treasurer               Jerry Kraus  

Section Advisor       Rod Schafer  

TP Editor                Art Nestor  

Webmaster            Mike Hardobey  

Website       http://www.psc473.org  

  

Submit articles for publication to:  

Art Nestor  

230 Arthur Street  

Zelienople, Pa 16063 

Email: artpeg@hotmail.com  

 

The Pittsburgh Space Command  

  Is dedicated to the advancement  

of safe model rocketry.  

01/06/11-67 

   ATTENTION NAR SECTIONS:          

 Please send newsletter exchanges  

to: 

John Pace 

  111 Crystal Springs Drive 

      Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066 

      Phone: (724) 742-8692  

  724-779-2000 
     

 

 

 

                  1713 Rt. 228 Suite L1,  Cranberry Twp., Pa 16066  

                  HOURS: MON THRU FRI 10-9, SAT 10-8, SUN 11-5                            

                         editorôs note 

NEW ADDRESS? 

NEW PHONE NUMBER? 

CONTACT: 

Jerry Kraus 

301 Stoneybrooke Drive 

Cheswick, Pa 15024 

Phone: (724) 275-9962 

Happy New Year 2011 

Our 25th Anniversary Year! 

Weôre Hitting the Ground Running! 

 

 On May 05, 1986 the Pitts-

burgh Space Command became an of-

ficially chartered Section of the NAR. 

This year weôre celebrating our 25th 

anniversary and youôll be hearing a lot 

about it over the next 6 months. From 

the special rocket kit and patch (both 

designed by longtime PSC member 

Mike Hardobey), our anniversary 

launch in May to an upcoming special 

oversized issue of Team Pittsburgh 

(#158), we want everyone who flies 

with PSC to take part in the festivities. 

Look for announcements elsewhere in 

this issue! 

Rod Rules! 

 In one of the best stories Team 

Pittsburgh has ever published, Rod 

Schafer shares his experiences as a 

member of the USA Internats Team. 

Rod supplied me with about 600 pho-

tos to choose from. While I had a great 

time looking them over, it wasnôt easy 

to pick just a few to accompany his 

article. Rod not only added to the pres-

tige of PSC but his experiences also 

gives us an important resource to draw 

from. 

Launch Dates in Flux 

 Please note that there have 

been changes in our launch calendar 

that were made due to reasons beyond 

our control. Some launch dates in the 

schedule on page 19 may change 

again. So that youôre not the only one 

to show up to fly someday, itôs best to 

check with the PSC website and/or 

another PSC member right before a 

launch.  

See you then!  

http://www.PSC473.org
mailto:artpeg@hotmail.com
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 Once in Dulles International Airport, we met 

up with fellow Team mates including, The Vinyard 

Family, The Clarks, Bill Stine, and Mary Roberts. The 

reality of becoming a competitor for the United States 

Spacemodeling Team was coming true. Our two hour 

layover was filled with conversations of our travels, as 

well as preparations for the trip.  

 Our flight departed at 5:45 pm for an overnight 

flight to Frankfurt, Germany. What an experience. I 

managed to get several great pictures while in the air. 

Be sure to see them in photos. The Lufthansa airlines 

were an excellent way to travel to Europe for the very 

first time. Maria and I had the extreme pleasure of sit-

ting next to a USA Diplomat that was very interested in 

the championships being held in Serbia. John Staley 

(USA Diplomat) promised to tune into the results of the 

competition. 

 Arriving in Frankfurt Germany on August 20th 

as the sun rose was an experience that will not be for-

gotten in my lifetime. At this time it was great to see 

more familiar faces of teammates. The suspense for the 

competition was building. We accomplished customs 

and security check and were on our way to our gate to 

travel to Belgrade. Once in Belgrade we gathered all of 

our luggage and equipment. The team sportsmanship 

began building as a few team members negotiated their 

missing equipment. Boarding the team bus can best be 

described as organized chaos!! Can you imagine at 

least 30 golf cases plus luggage, plus people? 

 The lobby of the Crystal Hotel was spectacular 

but not ready for rocketeers and all of our equipment. 

We were finally able to breathe a sigh of relief. We 

made it!!! Soon after we arrived we began exploring 

the beautiful city of Belgrade. We were informed by 

hotel staff that Belgrade was a city rich of history. The 

memorial Cathedral of Saint Sava was located only 

blocks from the hotel and was magnificently beautiful. 

The church bells rang clearly each hour and reminded 

us of our achievements thus far. Gathering for dinner as a 

team in an authentic Belgrade restaurant Madera is illustrat-

ed in the photos. The narrow streets, the small vehicles, the 

on street markets, the caf®ôs with wonderful pastries, the 

graffiti art work that surrounded the architecture, all depict-

ed the experience in Belgrade. The rich family culture was 

observed as people strolled thru the park arm in arm that 

was located right outside the hotel. We spent two days 

learning the culture of the Serbian City. 

 The next morning, we awoke to an amazing tradi-

tional breakfast that included several selections of meats, 

fresh fruits and the most wonderful bread and coffee. Next 

we began boarding the team bus once again heading for 

Vrdnik/Irig the location of the competition. It would take at 

least one hour traveling thru the countryside which was 

quite scenic. The sky was crystal clear and the temperature 

was in the 90ôs but with low humidity. Several pictures will 

give you a glimpse of our experience at this point.  

 Arriving in Irig at the Wepma Hotel ñTermalò Spa 

Resort we met with several more teammates as well as the 

other 23 participating countries of the WSMC. What an 

amazing sight to see so many people involved in a sport 

that has been a part of my life for the past 26 years. I met 

people that were as enthusiastic about the sport and hon-

ored to be representing their country in this competition.  

We spent the rest of Saturday August 21st getting settled 

into our room and touring around the little town of Vrdnik.  
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1st flight in WSMC competition including having the but-

terflies to go along with that anticipation! I was so re-

lieved when my 1st round S9 flight was qualified by the 

RSO.  Rounds 2 and 3 were also qualified flights, but in 

WSMC competition you must max your first 3 rounds 

and get to the fly-off round in order to have a shot at 

bringing home a medal.  For instance, in the S9 event 

there were 5 flyers in the fly-offs. Wednesday August 

25th events were S5 (Scale Altitude) and S4 (Boost glid-

er). I would fly the S4 event this day.  S4 did not go as 

well as S9 for me.  In rounds one and two I disqualified 

both flights. However, I was able to get a qualified flight 

in round 3. On Thursday August 26th the events were S3 

(Parachute) and S7 (Scale).  I spent the day on deep re-

covery for S3 models. The thermals were huge and eve-

rywhere this day. It was amazing watching and tracking 

S3 models for miles. 

 Friday August 27th was a reserve day. Since there 

had been no weather delays; it was now a free day for 

sightseeing until the banquet at 8:00 pm. The Woeken-

bergôs (Ryan, Amy and Katy) set-up a tour to Novi Sad; 

The rooms at the resort were not quit as elaborate as the 

ones in Belgrade, but they would suffice for the week we 

would spend there.  There was also no air conditioning in 

the rooms, but with the resort being located in a valley of 

some hills, it would cool down very nicely at night.  With 

our room located on the 2nd floor, we would leave our 

patio door to the balcony open for the cool air at night.  

One thing that surprised us both as well as the rest of the 

U.S. Team is that there were no mosquitoes or gnats to 

bite you!  I never saw a mosquito the whole time I was 

there. 

 The opening ceremonies took place Sunday 

evening on the pool deck at the resort. It was quite the 

honor to walk to the stage area among your Teammates 

with Old Glory being carried by the junior members who 

led the way!  All the U.S. Team members wore their polo 

shirts, kaki pants, white with red & blue trim Team jack-

ets and topped off with a blue USA ball cap.  After a few 

speeches by the organizers, the host country and FAI 

flags were raised, a very impressive fireworks show be-

gan which lead to music and dances by youngsters 

dressed in traditional Serbian clothing.  Maria and I 

stayed for an hour and then walked across the street to a 

convenience store to get some ice cream.  This little store 

did a killing for business during the week!  

 The days at a World Spacemodeling Champion-

ship meet are long.  You awake at 5:00 am get dressed 

and go to breakfast which is 6:00 to 7:00 am.  The bus 

leaves for the field at 7:00 am (you must be on it or you 

find your own way to the field!).  The ride to the field 

was around 15 minutes. Once there, you grab your gear 

and head to your countryôs tent.  If you are scheduled to 

fly that particular day, then you would start prepping 

your models.  Otherwise, you are on recovery where you 

get to see the Serbian countryside while recovering your 

teammateôs models.  The flying events last until 6:00 pm 

with the fly-offs starting at 6:30 pm.  The awards ceremo-

ny immediately follows at 7:00 pm until 8:00 pm.  By 

this time, the moon is rising in the East.  You then board 

the bus for the trip back to the hotel and get cleaned up 

for dinner at 9:00 pm.  You get 4-5 hours of sleep and 

start the process all over the next day. 

 Monday August 23rd the competition began with 

S8 (RC Boost Glider) and S6 (Streamer) events.  I was 

scheduled to fly Tuesday and Wednesday in my events, 

so I would have to wait one more day. Monday did turn 

out as the highlight day of the week for the U.S. Team!  

Our junior S8 Team won Gold and Alyssa Stenberg won 

individual Silver in S8. What a wonderful moment it was 

seeing the U.S. Flag being raised and hearing the national 

anthem play during the award ceremony.  Tuesday Au-

gust 24th events were S1 (Altitude) and S9 (Gyrocopter). 

I would fly the S9 event.  I highly anticipated making my 


